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2024 -2025 FISCAL YEAR

This year was one of  
remarkable momentum. 
Building on the excitement 
of our 2023 reopening,  
we welcomed thousands  
of visitors of all ages to  
explore Texas’ unique  
natural history through 
hands-on learning and 
unforgettable experiences. 

89,518 
TOTAL VISITORS

19% 
INCREASE FROM LAST YEAR
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Opening Doors,  
Welcoming All
 

EVENTS THAT SPARK WONDER

We turned evenings into adventures and lectures 
into lively conversations. Thousands joined us for 
free educational programs, hands-on learning 
and unique after-hours events, including:

Two Guys on Your Head LIVE!

Style and Science: The History and Future of Fashion Embellishments

Movies Behind the Museum: Jurassic Park

Fossils and Flowers: A Pre-Valentine’s Event

Particles of Color: The Future of Sustainability in the Fashion Industry

Dark Energy and Beyond

Chasing the Tide:  
One Couple’s 370-Mile Trek Across Texas’ Barrier Islands

From September 2024 through August 2025,  
over 89,000 visitors from every U.S. state and  
26 countries came through our doors.  More  
than 19,000 of these received free or discounted  
admission through programs including:

Free Fourth Sundays sponsored by H-E-B

Austin Museum Day

Museums for All

Blue Star Museum Program for Military Families
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Learning That  
Leaps Off the Page
Our education team brought science to life 
with a dynamic lineup of events, including:

 

TAKING SCIENCE ON THE ROAD

Beyond our walls, the education team reached 
new audiences at community events such as:

National Fossil Day

Día de los Huesos

Texas Wildlife Day

Dinosaur Day

Earth Exploration

Fabulous Fashion

Ice Ages in July

Astronomy Afternoons

Prehistoric Art Studio

UT STEM Girl Day

Little Texans at the Bullock Texas State History Museum

Hot Science-Cool Talks  presented by the Environmental Science Institute

Texas Archeology Month Fair  presented by the Texas Historical Commission 

Homeschool Day at Austin Zoo

Homeschool Resource Pfair at Pflugerville Public Library

STEM Family Night at Lagos Elementary, Manor ISD

STEM Saturdays at Thinkery

30
UT CLASSES AND DEPARTMENTS VISITED 
FROM MULTIPLE COLLEGES AND SCHOOLS 

ALMOST 

5,000 
UT STUDENTS, FACULTY AND STAFF  VISITED 
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Field Trips That  
Inspire Futures
Thousands of students and educators from 
across Central Texas experienced the wonder 
of learning in the museum, many for the very 
first time.

36
PRIVATE SCHOOLS

99 
COMMUNITY GROUPS
including camps, homeschool pods,  
college and adult groups

OPENING DOORS TO OPPORTUNITY

Title I Field Trip Grants
Thanks to generous donors, close to 4,000 students and educators from  
54 Title I schools visited the museum free of charge this past year. In  
addition to covering admission, these grants also funded transportation  
and educational materials.
 
For many students, it was a first museum visit—and a first glimpse of a  
college campus. These immersive, TEKS-aligned field trips spark curiosity, 
deepen understanding and inspire dreams.

112 
SCHOOLS  
including 54 Title 1

“To the foundations that make 
these grant opportunities  
possible, we extend our deepest 
gratitude. Your dedication  
to supporting educational  
innovation and community 
development empowers educators, 
students and organizations 
to reach their full potential.”

Title 1  Educator
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A Place  
to Celebrate
As a premier Austin event venue, the museum 
hosted weddings, parties, galas, receptions,  
concerts and more. Our stunning setting and 
unique exhibits created memorable experiences 
for thousands.

“Getting married in the Great Hall 
with the Texas Titans, followed by 
a reception under the tented patio? 
It was not only unique—it was 
absolutely perfect. It felt 100%  
us. The venue is incredibly  
customizable and offers great  
flexibility to bring your vision  
to life.”
 
Stephanie C.
 Museum Member

43
EVENTS

6,000
ATTENDEES

5
WEDDINGS
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Expanding  
Awareness
Our bold, redesigned website—launched in 
spring 2025—puts everything needed to plan a 
visit at visitors’ fingertips, making it quick and 
easy to find events, educational resources and 
visit details.

Museum 
Store Magic
Sales soared thanks to expanded mer-
chandise and themed collections tied to 
exhibits and seasons—offering visitors 
meaningful keepsakes that extend the 
museum experience.

 

Our stories reached farther than ever through social media, 
enewsletters, press, video and advertising—growing our digital 
community to 28,000 and generating millions of impressions.

28,785 
ITEMS SOLD 

MILLIONS 
OF IMPRESSIONS
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Exhibits Continue  
to Evolve and Engage
We made major strides in keeping the museum 
vibrant and engaging—opening a new interactive 
space for young learners, developing new 
interpretive experiences for visitors in existing 
exhibits and laying the groundwork for an  
exciting new project on the horizon.

Discovery Center

Opened in March, this hands-on space invites 
families and upper-elementary learners to 
explore interactive stations, guided by a full-
time paleontologist and trained volunteers. 

LOOKING AHEAD
January 2026: 
All-new interpretative signage and  
immersive experiences will engage  
visitors in the Paleontology Gallery.

May 2026: 
A new exhibit, “Masters of the Night: 
The True Story of Bats,” will open in 
the fourth-floor Science Frontiers 
Gallery. 
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Paluxy River Dinosaur Trackways

The museum launched a multi-year project to conserve 
and rehouse the 113-million-year-old Paluxy River 
dinosaur trackways that have been housed next to the 
museum since 1940 and closed to the public since 
2013. After months of careful preparation and work, 
the trackways were relocated to a climate-controlled 
lab, where they’ll be conserved and prepared for future 
display. The WPA-era stone building enclosing them 
was deconstructed, and planning is underway for a new 
building and educational gardens to engage visitors.

Rendering by McKinney York Architects
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Membership  
& Community
The membership program  
continued to grow, with 477  
total member households.   
More than half of these are 
Household-level memberships.  

477
MEMBER HOUSEHOLDS 

30%
INCREASE IN MEMBERSHIP
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“In our second full year of operations,  
the museum has felt more alive 
than ever—welcoming more 
visitors, members and staff while 
deepening our connection with 
the community. With exciting new 
projects on the horizon, we’re 
honored to be a place 
where curiosity thrives 
and people of 
all ages feel at 
home.” 

17
FULL-TIME STAFF

12
PART-TIME STAFF

28
VOLUNTEERS

Carolyn Connerat
Managing Director
Texas Science &  
Natural History Museum

THANK YOU TO OUR   
GENEROUS  SUPPORTERS

David and Jan Anderson
Rita and Richard C. Ashley Foundation 
Beloved in Christ Foundation
Blue Bell Creameries
Dennis and Kim Bonnen Foundation
Sarah and Ernest Butler
Richard F. Craig
Jane and Michael Downer
H-E-B
Lyda Hill Philanthropies
Mark Leach
Mary M. McDonald
MuseWork Exhibits
Pierce Runnells Foundation
Luis and Lindsey Serrano
Michelle Skupin and Jag Bath
Stephen and Marcelle Spilker Foundation
Still Water Foundation
Donna and Gary Vliet
Patricia Winston

2024-2025 
ADVISORY COUNCIL

David Anderson, Chair, Austin
Rita Ashley, Galveston
Kim Bonnen, Longview
Richard Craig, Austin
Luis Serrano, Austin
Michelle Skupin, Austin
Donna Vliet, Austin

Our Team
We expanded our team with talented  
educators, scientists and operations 
staff, ensuring we offer an even higher 
level of service and expertise. 

 



 

sciencemuseum.utexas.edu


